CHAPTER III
THE COW
IN considering the production of milk it should never be forgotten that
the cow is the original source of supply, and that milk cannot be
produced by any amount of legislation, however efficient that legislation
may be. Knowledge concerning the care of the animal and a complete
understanding of its needs are therefore essential.
Historical and General
The principal types of the present-day breeds of cattle have only been
evolved by a slow and gradual process which has taken many years to com-
plete. The existing breeds, while satisfactory, cannot be considered to be
final, as breeders are continually making efforts to improve stock. The
Aurochs, which became extinct in the fifteenth century, was undoubtedly
the ancestor of our present cattle, although it varied in many respects
from the types of cattle with which we are now familiar. These animals
roamed the forests with which Europe and our own country Were covered,
obtaining their food from the undergrowth and in the thickets. As the
forests were destroyed, they gradually became extinct, except on the
preserved estates where they lingered until the beginning of the seventeenth
century. The Aurochs was a huge animal, much larger than any of our
present-day breeds of dairy cattle, a fact which has been conclusively proved
by the size of the skeletons and heads discovered in various parts of
Great Britain and the Continent. The span of horns alone was at least
50 inches from tip to tip. The nearest comparison to the Aurochs is to be
found in the Park cattle and in the Highland breed. The Park breeds
of cattle are descended from the early domesticated types and, when the
parklands were enclosed in the thirteenth century, these half-wild animals
Were separated from the rest of the cattle in the country, with the result that
the breed remained pure and true to type, particularly in the case of the
Chillingham herd. This type of cattle generally has white curly hair
although black markings are sometimes found, and such animals often
prodnice black calves. White is the prevailing colour of wild cattle, and it is
interesting to note that cattle escaping from domestication and becoming
wild return in subsequent generations to this colour.
Cattle have been domesticated from very early times. The monks
and large landholders were the first to undertake careful selection for
breeding purposes, their aim being to provide animals which could not
only help in the farm work and act as beasts of burden, but Would also be
useful as a source of sustenance after slaughter. Owing to the lack of
sufficient food during the Winter months, many animals were thus killed and
their flesh salted. Their value as milk producers Was not realised until a
much later date, when, owing to the increased appreciation of this article
of food, serious endeavour was made to evolve an animal which would yield
a profitable supply of milk.
Climate and surroundings influence the various types of animals found,
while good food under peaceful conditions causes increase in their size.
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